Colossians 2:6-7

September 3, 2017
Deep & Wide

"So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in Him, rooted and built up in Him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness."

These two verses challenge us to:

1.
Grow downward by being “ rooted”
Rooted = "to cause to take root, to become firmly rooted or fixed."
"He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in its season and its leaf does not wither; and in whatever he does, he prospers."


               Psalm 1:3
2.
Grow upward by being “built up”
“But you, dear friends, must build each other up in your most holy faith, pray in the power of the Holy Spirit.”                       Jude 1:20

"Now I commit you to God and to the word of His grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.”



                          Acts 20:32

3.
Grow inward so that we can be “strengthened in the faith”
Strengthened = Established, to cause something to be known as certain

"But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both now and forever!  Amen." 


-  2 Peter 3:18
4.
Grow outward as we “overflow with thankfulness”
Our response= Thankfulness


“...give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.”



      1 Thessalonians 5:18
How does God bring about this spiritual growth in us?
Five Faith Catalysts

1.
Practical Teaching
• Teaching that moves us to action
"...because He taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law."
- Matthew 7:29


       Matthew 7:29

“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.”
- James 1:22

        James 1:22
2.
Providential Relationships
• At every growth point there is relationship
 “...not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
-  Hebrews 10:25
3.
Personal Ministry
• Making what we have available to God
"Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away.  You give them something to eat.”
- Matthew 14:16
“...have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to His own advantage; rather, He made Himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant,”
- Philippians 2:5-7
     
4.
Private Disciplines
• Personal devotional life
 “But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.”                   
- Matthew 6:6
5.
Pivotal Circumstances
• Defining moments in our walk with Christ
“Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me...”     
- Psalm 23:4
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