
1 Sam. 16:1-13 Learning from the Life of David Week 1 

“Learning What’s Important to God” 
 
 
There is more written about David than any other Biblical 
character except Jesus.  God said that David was a man after 
His own heart. 

 
Background of God’s Choice of David: 

1. King Saul looked good on the outside, but he was weak on the 
inside. 
 “You acted foolishly,” Samuel said.  “You have not kept the command the Lord your 

God gave you. ... now your kingdom will not endure; the Lord has sought out a man 
after His own heart and appointed him leader of His people, because you have not 
kept the Lord’s command.” - 1 Samuel 13:13,14 

 
 
 
 

2.  God always has someone to lead His people. 
“The Lord has sought out someone after His own heart and appointed him leader of His 

people.” - 1 Samuel 13:14 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  God’s choice for a leader is often contrary to man’s choice. 
 

 “The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected 
him as king over Israel?  Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending 
you to Jesse of Bethlehem.  I have chosen one of his sons to be king.” 

 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed 
stands here before the Lord.” 

 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I 
have rejected him.  The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.  Man looks at 
the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” - 1 Samuel 16:1,6,7 

 
 
   

Why Did God Choose David? 
 

1.     Spirituality                                                            
“The Lord has sought out a man after His own heart.” - 1 Samuel 13:14 

 
How do I know if I am a person “after God’s heart?” 
 
a)  “Am I reachable?” 
 
 
b)  “Am I teachable?” 
 
 
 

2.    Humility                                                             
 “Then Saul sent messengers to Jesse and said, ‘Send me your son David, who is 

with the sheep.’”  - 1 Samuel 16:19 
 “He chose David His servant and took him from the sheep pens; from tending 

the sheep He brought him to be the shepherd of His people.” - Psalm 78:70,71 
 
a)  “Am I responsible?” 
 
 
b)  “Am I trusting?” 
 
 
 

3.     Integrity                                                            
“And David shepherded them with integrity of heart; with skillful hands he led 

them.”  - Psalm 78:72 
 

 
a)  “Am I faithful?” 
 
 
b)  “Am I real?” 
 
 
 

These qualities are only developed alone with God. 
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