1 Samuel 24:1-22 Learning From the Life of David Week 3

“Learning to Love Difficult People”

The story of David’s treatment by Saul is a lesson in how to
respond correctly when being treated incorrectly.

Genuine love seeks the highest good of another person.

Genuine Loveis ...
1. Genuine Love is not always popular. (1 Sam. 24:4-7)

A. Be careful how you interpret your circumstances.

B. Be careful who you listen to for advice.

* Be careful of friends who care more for your happiness
than your obedience.

(vs. 8-11)

* We will never be able to love people correctly
until we see them clearly.

2. Genuine Love needs a clear picture.

How can I view people correctly?

1. By seeing their value from God'’s perspective.
2. By being humble.

3. By giving others the benefit of the doubt.

4. By personally facing them.

3. Genuine Love is not defensive. (vs. 12-15)

* Impatience is a signal that says, “I lack trust.”
* Impatience is a signal that says, “I want my rights.”

Am [ willing to give up my own rights
so that others can be helped?

4. Genuine Love is powerful, so be forgiving.
(1 Samuel 24:16-19)

Genuine love touches hard hearts and makes a man understand
how foolish he is. That is the power of forgiving love.

Two truths to remember when I am mistreated or
misunderstood:

A. Nothing touches me that does not pass through the hands
of my Heavenly Father.

Joseph: “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good!”

B. Everything I endure is designed to make me a better
person.

“He chose us in advance, and He makes everything work out according to
His plan.” - Ephesians 1:11
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