
Exodus 4:1-5 The Questions God Asks Sept. 2, 2018 

“ What Is That In Your Hand? ” 
   
Moses answered, “What if they do not believe me or listen to me and 
say, ‘The Lord did not appear to you’?”   
Then the Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?”  
“A staff,” he replied.  
The Lord said, “Throw it on the ground.”  
Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and he ran from 
it. Then the Lord said to him, “Reach out your hand and take it by the 
tail.” So Moses reached out and took hold of the snake and it turned 
back into a staff in his hand.  “This,” said the Lord, “is so that they 
may believe that the Lord, the God of their fathers—the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has appeared to 
you.                                Exodus 4:1-5 
  

Introduction: 
 

The questions God asks are designed to get us to think deeper to 
discover truth. Life transformation often comes from these questions! 

Today we’ll discover that God uses the ordinary to do the 
extraordinary. It is not our ability and strength that matters most to 

God but our availability and trust in His ability and strength. 

Question to consider: What has God placed in your hands and what 
are you doing with it? 

 

Moses in Exodus 4: 

1. He was feeling worried. 
“What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, ‘The Lord 
did not appear to you’?” Exodus 4:1 
 

2. He was feeling unqualified. 
Moses said to the LORD, “Pardon your servant, Lord. I have never 
been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your 
servant.  I am slow of speech and tongue."  Exodus 4:10 

3. He was feeling afraid. 
But Moses said, “Pardon your servant, Lord.  Please send someone 
else.” Exodus 4:13 
 
The man said, “Who made you ruler and judge over us? Are you 
thinking of killing me as you killed the Egyptian?”  Then Moses was 
afraid and thought, “What I did must have become known.” 
 Exodus 2:14 
 

God’s Response to Moses: 

1. God revealed His Power. 
Then the Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?”  
“A staff,” he replied.  
The Lord said, “Throw it on the ground.”  Moses threw it on the 
ground and it became a snake, and he ran from it. Exodus 4:2-3 
 
But He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness."  Therefore I will boast all the more gladly 
about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 
 2 Corinthians 12:9 

 

2. God revealed His Purpose. 
“This,” said the Lord, “is so that they may believe that the Lord, the 
God of their fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the 
God of Jacob—has appeared to you.”          Exodus 4:5 
                             
Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the LORD’s purpose that 
prevails. Proverbs 19:21 

 
 
3. God revealed His Plan. 

Then the Lord said, “If they do not believe you or pay attention to the 
first sign, they may believe the second.  But if they do not believe these 
two signs or listen to you, take some water from the Nile and pour it on 
the dry ground.  The water you take from the river will become blood 
on the ground.” Exodus 4:8-9 
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