
Genesis 26 Pastor Mike Mackneer February 24, 2019 

“ The Well Anchored Soul ” 
 
12 Isaac planted crops in that land and the same year reaped a hundredfold, because the LORD 
blessed him. 13 and the man became rich, and gained more and more until he became very 
wealthy. 14 He had possessions of flocks and herds and many servants, so that the Philistines 
envied him. 15 (Now the Philistines had stopped and filled with earth all the wells that his 
father's servants had dug in the days of Abraham his father.) 16 And Abimelech said to Isaac, 
“Go away from us, for you are much mightier than we. 17 So Isaac departed from there and 
encamped in the Valley of Gerar and settled there. 18 And Isaac dug again the wells of water that 
had been dug in the days of Abraham his father, which the Philistines had stopped after the 
death of Abraham. And he gave them the names that his father had given them. 19 But when 
Isaac's servants dug in the valley and found there a well of spring water, 20 the herdsmen of 
Gerar quarreled with Isaac's herdsmen, saying, “The water is ours.” So he called the name of the 
well Esek, because they contended with him. 21 Then they dug another well, and they quarreled 
over that also, so he called its name Sitnah.22 And he moved from there and dug another well, 
and they did not quarrel over it. So he called its name Rehoboth, saying, “For now the LORD has 
made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land. 23 From there he went up to Beersheba. 
24 And the LORD appeared to him the same night and said, “I am the God of Abraham your 
father. Fear not, for I am with you and will bless you and multiply your offspring for my servant 
Abraham's sake.” 25 So he built an altar there and called upon the name of the LORD and pitched 
his tent there. And there Isaac's servants dug a well.26 When Abimelech went to him from Gerar 
with Ahuzzath his adviser and Phicol the commander of his army, 27 Isaac said to them, “Why 
have you come to me, seeing that you hate me and have sent me away from you?” 28 They said, 
“We see plainly that the LORD has been with you. So we said, let there be a sworn pact between 
us, between you and us, and let us make a covenant with you, 29 that you will do us no harm, 
just as we have not touched you and have done to you nothing but good and have sent you away 
in peace. You are now the blessed of the LORD.” 30 So he made them a feast, and they ate and 
drank. 31 In the morning they rose early and exchanged oaths. And Isaac sent them on their way, 
and they departed from him in peace. 32 That same day Isaac's servants came and told him about 
the well that they had dug and said to him, “We have found water.” 33 He called it Shibah; 
therefore the name of the city is Beersheba to this day.   Genesis 26:12-3 

Introduction: 
Main idea: To go where God desires for us to go requires bold hope. 

We are encouraged to hold fast to the promises of God and trust in His 
plan. We hold fast because we are held fast. 

“We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.” Hebrews 6:19 

A Well Anchored Soul involves… 

1. Resting in the promises of God. 
22 And he moved from there and dug another well, and they did not quarrel over it. So he called 
its name Rehoboth, saying, “For now the LORD has made room for us, and we shall be fruitful 
in the land. 23 From there he went up to Beersheba. 24 And the LORD appeared to him the same 
night and said, “I am the God of Abraham your father. Fear not, for I am with you and will bless 
you and multiply your offspring for my servant Abraham's sake.”              Genesis 26: 22-24 

“When God wanted to guarantee his promises, he gave his word, a rock-solid guarantee—God 
can’t break his word. And because his word cannot change, the promise is likewise 
unchangeable.”                Hebrews 6:18 MSG 
 

a. God’s promises bring contagious joy. 
“I have told you these things so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will   
overflow!       John 15:11 

 
b. God’s promises keep us from giving up.  
“I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. John 16:1 

 
c. God’s promises make us peace-full. 
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”  John 16:33 

 

2. Recognizing spiritual progress will bring resistance. 
“But when Isaac's servants dug in the valley and found there a well of spring water,  the 
herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac's herdsmen, saying, “The water is ours.” So he called the 
name of the well Esek, because they contended with him. Then they dug another well, and they 
quarreled over that also, so he called its name Sitnah.”                 Genesis 26:19-21 

Question: What have you convinced yourself that you can’t do        
that God may be calling you to do? 

3. Always being ready. 
“And he moved from there and dug another well, and they did not quarrel over it. So he called its 
name Rehoboth, saying, “For now the LORD has made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in 
the land.”        Genesis 26: 22 

“I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the 
circumstances.  I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have 
learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, 
whether living in plenty or in want.  I can do all this through him who gives me strength.” 
                   Philippians 4:11-13 

4. Aiming for restoration. 
“Why have you come to me, seeing that you hate me and have sent me away from you?” They 
said, “We see plainly that the LORD has been with you. So we said, let there be a sworn pact 
between us, between you and us, and let us make a covenant with you,” 
                      Genesis 26:27-28 

“Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live 
in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.”              2 Corinthians 13:11 
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“ The Well Anchored Soul ” 
12 Isaac planted crops in that land and the same year reaped a hundredfold, because the LORD 
blessed him. 13 and the man became rich, and gained more and more until he became very 
wealthy. 14 He had possessions of flocks and herds and many servants, so that the Philistines 
envied him. 15 (Now the Philistines had stopped and filled with earth all the wells that his 
father's servants had dug in the days of Abraham his father.) 16 And Abimelech said to Isaac, 
“Go away from us, for you are much mightier than we. 17 So Isaac departed from there and 
encamped in the Valley of Gerar and settled there. 18 And Isaac dug again the wells of water that 
had been dug in the days of Abraham his father, which the Philistines had stopped after the 
death of Abraham. And he gave them the names that his father had given them. 19 But when 
Isaac's servants dug in the valley and found there a well of spring water, 20 the herdsmen of 
Gerar quarreled with Isaac's herdsmen, saying, “The water is ours.” So he called the name of the 
well Esek, because they contended with him. 21 Then they dug another well, and they quarreled 
over that also, so he called its name Sitnah.22 And he moved from there and dug another well, 
and they did not quarrel over it. So he called its name Rehoboth, saying, “For now the LORD has 
made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land. 23 From there he went up to Beersheba. 
24 And the LORD appeared to him the same night and said, “I am the God of Abraham your 
father. Fear not, for I am with you and will bless you and multiply your offspring for my servant 
Abraham's sake.” 25 So he built an altar there and called upon the name of the LORD and pitched 
his tent there. And there Isaac's servants dug a well.26 When Abimelech went to him from Gerar 
with Ahuzzath his adviser and Phicol the commander of his army, 27 Isaac said to them, “Why 
have you come to me, seeing that you hate me and have sent me away from you?” 28 They said, 
“We see plainly that the LORD has been with you. So we said, let there be a sworn pact between 
us, between you and us, and let us make a covenant with you, 29 that you will do us no harm, 
just as we have not touched you and have done to you nothing but good and have sent you away 
in peace. You are now the blessed of the LORD.” 30 So he made them a feast, and they ate and 
drank. 31 In the morning they rose early and exchanged oaths. And Isaac sent them on their way, 
and they departed from him in peace. 32 That same day Isaac's servants came and told him about 
the well that they had dug and said to him, “We have found water.” 33 He called it Shibah; 
therefore the name of the city is Beersheba to this day.                Genesis 26:12-33 

Introduction: 
Main idea: To go where God desires for us to go requires bold hope. 

We are encouraged to hold fast to the promises of God and trust in His 
plan. We ______ _______ because we are ______ _______. 

“We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.” Hebrews 6:19 

A Well Anchored Soul involves… 

1.Resting in the ______________ of God. 
And he moved from there and dug another well, and they did not quarrel over it. So he called its 
name Rehoboth, saying, “For now the LORD has made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in 
the land. From there he went up to Beersheba. And the LORD appeared to him the same night 
and said, “I am the God of Abraham your father. Fear not, for I am with you and will bless you 
and multiply your offspring for my servant Abraham's sake.”              Genesis 26: 22-24 

“When God wanted to guarantee his promises, he gave his word, a rock-solid guarantee—God 
can’t break his word. And because his word cannot change, the promise is likewise 
unchangeable.”                Hebrews 6:18 MSG 
 

a. His promises bring contagious _________. 
“I have told you these things so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will   
overflow!       John 15:11 

 
b. His promises keep us from _______ _____.  
“I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. John 16:1 

 
c. His promises make us ________-_____. 
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”  John 16:33 

 

2. Recognizing spiritual progress will bring ______________. 
“But when Isaac's servants dug in the valley and found there a well of spring water,  the 
herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac's herdsmen, saying, “The water is ours.” So he called the 
name of the well Esek, because they contended with him. Then they dug another well, and they 
quarreled over that also, so he called its name Sitnah.”                 Genesis 26:19-21 

Question: What have you convinced yourself that you can’t do     
that God may be calling you to do? 

3. Always being ________. 
“And he moved from there and dug another well, and they did not quarrel over it. So he called its 
name Rehoboth, saying, “For now the LORD has made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in 
the land.”        Genesis 26: 22 

“I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the 
circumstances.  I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have 
learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, 
whether living in plenty or in want.  I can do all this through him who gives me strength.” 
                   Philippians 4:11-13 

4. Aiming for ____________. 
“Why have you come to me, seeing that you hate me and have sent me away from you?” They 
said, “We see plainly that the LORD has been with you. So we said, let there be a sworn pact 
between us, between you and us, and let us make a covenant with you,” 
                      Genesis 26:27-28 

“Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live 
in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.”  Corinthians 13:11 


