
Luke 23:33-38 Jesus’ Words From the Cross Week 1 

“ Father, Forgive Them ” 
 

The last few words of a dying man are important to hear.  Jesus’ words 
on the cross give us insight that increases our love. 
Jesus was a man of prayer, first to last, no matter what. 
* In our weakest condition — we can always talk to the Father. 
 
 
The Story: 
33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified Him 
there, along with the criminals—one on His right, the other on His 
left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 
they are doing.” And they divided up His clothes by casting lots. 
35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at Him. 
They said, “He saved others; let Him save Himself if He is God’s 
Messiah, the Chosen One.” 
36 The soldiers also came up and mocked Him. They offered Him wine 
vinegar 37 and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 
38 There was a written notice above Him, which read: THIS IS THE KING 
OF THE JEWS. - Luke 23:33-38 
 

 
Four Truths We Learn From Jesus’ Prayer 

1.  No person is beyond hope.  
33 “…they crucified Him there, along with the criminals—one on His 

right, the other on His left. 
35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at Him.”   
  – Luke 23:33,35 

 
 

 

 
 

 
2.  Even the sins of ignorance must be forgiven. 

34 “Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing.” – Luke 23:34 

 
 

* “In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now He commands all 
people everywhere to repent.” - Acts 17:30 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Jesus is still conscious of His Sonship. 
34 “Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 

doing.” – Luke 23:34 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4.  Jesus never lost His divine mission. 

34 “Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing.” – Luke 23:34 

 
* “The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” - Luke 19:10 
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