
Hebrews 11:1-6 Fantastic Faith Week 2 

“ Characteristics of Faith ” 
 
“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  

2This is what the ancients were commended for.” - Hebrews 11:1,2 
 
 
What Faith Is: 
 
1. Faith is active because it is alive. 

 
• The reality of God in our lives is only as certain as our faith 

is present tense, alive and active! 
 
 

 
 

2. Faith is secure because it is certain. 
 

• Faith provides a firm foundation on which to stand as I await 
the promises of God to be delivered to me. 

 
 

 
 

3. Faith is enough because it is evidenced. 
 

There are two phases to faith: 
 
1. Substance — the assurance of faith 
 
2. Conviction — the reaction to that assurance 
 

Our faith is a supernatural faith when we can look beyond 
physical reality and know God is in control. 
 

 

What Faith Does: 
 

1. Faith gives us approval from God. 
“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  

This is what the ancients were commended for.” - Hebrews 11:1,2 
 

• It was not their talent, ability or accomplishments, but their faith 
that gave them approval from God. 

 
 
 

2. Faith gives us answers in God. 

“By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, 
so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.” - Hebrews 11:3 

 
• What is your “first cause” behind the existence of the universe? 

 
 
 

3. Faith gives us assurance from God. 

“By faith Abel brought God a better offering than Cain did.  By faith he was 
commended as righteous, when God spoke well of his offerings.  And by 
faith Abel still speaks, even though he is dead.” - Hebrews 11:4 

 
• The obedient faith of Able is what gave him approval from God. 

 

 

4. Faith gives us access to God. 

“By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience 
death: “He could not be found, because God had taken him away.”     
For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God.”  

   - Hebrews 11:5 
 

• Enoch was ushered into the very presence of God, without 
dying, because of his faith. 
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