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“Daring Faith!”

“Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served to advance the gospel.  As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear.”	
		- Philippians 1:12-14

Daring: Adventurous courage or audaciously bold.


1. Present circumstances cannot stop God’s plan.
Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served to advance the gospel.	 Philippians 1:12  		
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us,  fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.	Hebrews 12:1-3


a. Paul remained faithful to God in his suffering. 
…whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.	Philippians 1:7-8

But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice.	 Philippians 1:18
b. Nothing can stop the Gospel from advancing. 
For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed, both springing from faith and leading to faith [disclosed in a way that awakens more faith]. 	Romans 1:17 (AMP)

And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love.	 Romans 8:38
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2. God’s purpose is greater. 
As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ.
	Philippians 1:13

a. Greater than our thoughts.
Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.
	Colossians 3:2

b. Greater than our pain. 
And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.	 
	1 Peter 5:10

3. Confidence in the Lord is often built in transition.
And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear.	Philippians 1:14

a. From known to unknown.
And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there.	 Acts 20:22

b. From comfort to discomfort. 
For I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do all this through him who gives me strength.	 Philippians 4:11-13
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