1 Peter 4:7-11 2020 Theme Intro Jan. 5, 2020

Prayerful, Courageous Faith

“The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may

pray. $ Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of

sins. ? Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 1° Each of you should use
whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace

in its various forms. ! If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the
very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God
provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To Him

be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.” - 1 Peter 4:7-11

Our Five-Year Vision: Outreach, Inreach, Upreach!

Our Previous Themes: Revival, Rejoicing and Reaching Out
Faithful Christ Followers

Our Theme for 2020: Prayerful, Courageous Faith —
Hearing and Following God’s Direction

Our Focus for 2020

* Our themes for the year will be prayer and courage.

* We will study the great worshipper & warrior, King David.

* We will be reminded that a true believer must have a heart of courage
and yet the humility to call upon the Lord.

Sermon Series This Year

January — The Life of David 1 Samuel 16
February  — Fighting Giants 1 Samuel 17
March — Surviving Success 1 Samuel 18-20
April — Give Your Enemy What He Deserves 1 Samuel 24-26
May-June — Godly Leadership, He Led Them 2 Samuel 2-7
Summer — The Lord is My Shepherd Psalm 23
September — The Ups and Downs of Life 2 Samuel 8-11
October — Dealing With Sin 2 Samuel 12
November — Finishing Strong 1 Chronicles 21-29
December — The Root, The Shoot and the Fruit Isaiah 11

Prayerful, Courageous Faith

Peter gives us four consuming priorities that should characterize the life of
every faithful Christ-follower, namely, a continual priority on prayer, a
committed love for fellow Christians, a consecrated love for the church,
and a contagious zeal for God’s glory.

1. A Continual Priority on Prayer.

“The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you
may pray.” - 1 Peter 4:7

2. A Committed Love for Fellow Christians.

“Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.
? Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.” - 1 Peter 4:8,9

“If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each
other...” - Galatians 5:15

“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to
those who belong to the family of believers.” - Galatians 6:10

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value
others above yourselves” - Philippians 2:3

“Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. '° Be devoted
to one another in love. Honour one another above yourselves. ! Never be
lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 2 Be joyful in
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. '3 Share with the Lord’s people
who are in need. Practice hospitality” - Romans 12:9-13

“Hatred stirs up strife, But love covers all sins.” - Proverbs 10:12

3. A Consecrated Service in God’s Church.

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. ! If anyone speaks, they
should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they
should do so with the strength God provides...” - 1 Peter 4:10,11

4. A Contagious Zeal for God’s Glory.

“...so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To Him be
the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.” - 1 Peter 4:11

“It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of
goodwill. 16 The latter do so out of love, knowing that I am put here for the
defense of the gospel. 7 The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not
sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains.

!8 But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether
from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice.”
- Philippians 1:15-18
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