
 1 Samuel 17:41-47 Fighting Giants Week 4 

 Faith and the Battle 
 

Key Thoughts in This Series: 
1. We all have giants in our lives “shouting to us”. 

 “Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified.”  – 1 Samuel 17:11 

2. There are no miracles in this story.  Instead of waiting for miracles, we 
need to exercise our faith and courageously step out for God. 

3. It’s only when we slay our giants that God can fully use us in our 
families, our church and His Kingdom. 

 
What Did David and Goliath Have in Common? 

1. They both had been successful in the past. 

2. They were both confident. 

3. They both “called” on the name of their god. 
 

Looking At Goliath We Find That… 

1. He was certainly bold.  (vs. 10, 16) 

2. He underestimated his enemy. 
“Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why do you come out and line 

up for battle?  Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul?  
 Choose a man and have him come down to me.”  - 1 Samuel 17:8 

3. He trusted in himself. (Pride was his #1 problem) 
“Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds of the air and the 

beasts of the field!”  - 1 Samuel 17:44 

4. He had positive thinking. 

5. He wanted to honour himself! (Pride again) 
 

Looking at David We Find that... 

1. He was also bold. 
“…I’ll strike you down and cut off your head.  Today I will give the carcasses of 

the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth….”   
  - 1 Samuel 17:46 

2. He understood his enemy very well. 
“David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and 

javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of 
the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.”  - 1 Samuel 17:45 

 
3. He trusted in his God. 

In four sentences David refers to his God seven times  
and four of those times 

he gives God glory for what is about to happen. 
 

4. He had positive faith! 
“This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I’ll strike you down and cut off 

your head.  Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of 
the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a 
God in Israel.”  - 1 Samuel 17:46 

This kind of faith can only come from 
God’s Word and God’s Spirit. 

 

“So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”  “There is still the 
youngest,” Jesse answered, “but he is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send 
for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” So he sent and had him brought 
in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome features. 

 Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; he is the one.” So Samuel took the 
horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day 
on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power.”  - 1 Samuel 16:11-13 

 
5. He wanted to honour his God! 

“...and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel.  All those gathered 
here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle 
is the LORD’s, and He will give all of you into our hands.”  - 1 Samuel 17:46,47 

 
What Do We Learn? 

1. We need to seek victory for God’s glory! 
 

2. Faith is critical to “success,” but that faith must be based in God’s 
promises. 

 
3. We need to be Spirit-filled to be used mightily.  (2 Tim. 2:20,21) 

 
4. Patience is the key to blessing. 

Although David was anointed King before this story began, 
it wasn’t for at least 10 years that he officially became Israel’s king. 
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