
Philippians 3 & 4 How Do I Become Aug. 23/20 

An Example Worth Following 
 

We are called to be the salt of the Earth and light to the world.   
Jesus wants us to be examples, and worthy ones at that!   
The Apostle Paul was so confident in the example that he set that 
he boldly said: 

“Follow me, as I follow Christ!” 
  - 1 Corinthians 11:1 
 
Paul’s Boldness: 

“Therefore I urge you to imitate me.” - 1 Corinthians 4:16 
“Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.” - 1 Corinthians 11:1 
“Be imitators of God, just as dearly loved children.” - Ephesians 5:1 
“You became imitators of us, and so you became a model to all the believers 

in your area.” - 1 Thessalonians 1:6,7 
“Don’t be lazy, but imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what 

was promised.” - Hebrews 6:12 
 

1. A Command 
“Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.” - 1 Corinthians 11:1 

 
1. A Leader. 

“Follow my example…” - 1 Corinthians 11:1 
 

 
2. A Limit. 

“… as I follow the example of Christ.” - 1 Corinthians 11:1 
 

 
3. A Light. 

“I am the light of the world.” - Jesus, John 8:12 
“You are the light of the world.” - Jesus, Matthew 5:14 
“Let your light shine before others that they may see your good deeds 

and glorify your Father in heaven.” - Jesus, Matthew 5:16 
 

Our object of emulation, our focus, is not Paul  
or our spiritual mentors, but Christ! 

 

2. A Company 
“Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just  

as you have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. 
18 For, as I have often told you before and now tell you again even with 
tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ.  19 Their destiny is 
destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their 
shame.  Their mind is set on earthly things.  20 But our citizenship is in 
heaven.  And we eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” - Philippians 3:17-20 

 
 

 
 

 

3. A Commitment 
“Therefore I urge you to imitate me.” - 1 Corinthians 4:16 
 

 
 

 
 
 
How do we show our Christian Example? 

We show it… 
• in the home, by love and unselfishness. 
• in business, by honesty and diligence. 
• in society, by purity, courtesy, and humility. 
• to the unfortunate, by sympathy and mercy. 
• to the weak, by helpfulness and patience. 
• to the wicked, by overcoming evil without compromise. 
• to the strong, by trust and cooperation with good. 
• to non-Christians, by witnessing Christ and his gospel. 
• to the fortunate, by rejoicing with them without envy. 
• to God, by reverence, love and obedience. 
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