Mark 4 INSIDE OUT Part 3 Aug. 30, 2020
"Growing in Faith"

On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across
to the other side.” And leaving the crowd, they took him with them in
the boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him. And a great
windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the
boat was already filling. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion.
And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we
are perishing?” And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea,
“Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.

He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?”

And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then
is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” Mark 4:35-41

Series Theme Verses: Romans 12:1-2 MSG

So here’s what [ want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday,
ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around
life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does
for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become so well-
adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead,
fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out.
Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it.
Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of
immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed
maturity in you.

Question for today:
How does God develop well-formed maturity in us?

1. We grow through believing in God's Word.

On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, "Let us go across
to the other side.” Mark 4:35

For the mountains may move and the hills disappear, but even then my
faithful love for you will remain. My covenant of blessing will never be
broken,” says the LorD, who has mercy on you. Isaiah 54:10

a. Believing in God's Word starts with focussed hearing.
But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him?
And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him?
And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them?
Romans 10:14

2. We grow through acting on God's Word.

And leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was.
And other boats were with him. Mark 4:36

Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way,
consider it an opportunity for great joy. For you know that when your
faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. James 1:2-3

a. Obedience strengthens faith.
Anyone who doesn't breathe is dead, and faith that doesn't do
anything is just as dead! James 2:26 CEV

3. We grow through trusting God's Word.

And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat,
so that the boat was already filling. But he was in the stern, asleep on the
cushion. And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care
that we are perishing?” Mark 4:37-38

For no word from God will ever fail. Luke 1:37
a. Trusting God involves surrender.

For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his
life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. Mark 8:35

4. We grow through being together with Jesus.

And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be
still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. He said to them,
“Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” And they were filled
with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the
wind and the sea obey him?” Mark 4:39-41

Our faith becomes stronger as we express it;

a growing faith is a sharing faith.
-Billy Graham
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