Matthew 2:1-11 Christmas 2022 Dec. 18, 2022
“Finders Seekers, losers Weepers ~

Seekers Sitters

1. Initiate 1. Wait

2. Have a goal
3. Are filled with desire

4. Overcome problems

2. Have no goal

3. Are filled with daydreams
4. Are overcome by problems
5. Win more than they lose 5. Lose more than they win

“Ask and it will be given to you, seek and you will find; knock and the door will
be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to
him who knocks, the door will be opened.” - Matthew 7:7,8

What Determines Whether | Seek or Sit?
1. Timing has little influence on whether I am a seeker or a sitter.

“In every age there comes a time when a leader must come forward to
meet the needs of the hour. Therefore, there is no potential leader who
does not have an opportunity to make a positive difference in society.
Tragically, there are times when a leader does not rise to that hour.”

- Sir Winston Churchill
2. Position has little influence on whether I am a seeker or a sitter.

“I would like to amend the idea of being in the right place at the right
time. There are many people who were in the right place but didn't
know it. You have to recognize when the right place and the right time
fuse and take advantage of that opportunity. There are plenty of
opportunities out there. You can’t sit back and wait.” - Ellen Metcalf

3. Knowledge has little influence on whether I am a seeker or a sitter.

Herod and his sitters knew the...

e Prophecy — but that didn’t help them find Jesus;

e Place — but that didn’t help them find Jesus.

The Difference Between Seekers and Sitters?

1. Seekers ask questions and listen.
Sitters have all the answers.

“(The Magi) asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw
His star in the east and have come to worship Him.” - Matthew 2:2
“After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the

east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.”
- Matthew 2:9

2. Seekers move.

Sitters wait.

“(Herod) sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child.

As soon as you find Him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship Him.” -
Matthew 2:8

Success comes to the person who does today
what you were thinking about doing tomorrow.

3. Seekers discover.
Sitters worry.

“When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.”
- Matthew 2:3
“After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the
east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When
they saw the star, they were overjoyed.” - Matthew 2:9,10

The Law of Opportunities:
Opportunities increase or decrease by how we handled the last one.

4. Seekers find what they search for.
Sitters miss the best and wonder why.

“On coming to the house, they saw the child with His mother Mary, and they bowed
down and worshiped Him. Then they opened their treasures and presented Him with
gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.” - Matthew 2:11

Worship Principle:
“When we prepare — He comes”
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