
Luke 12:13-48 Who’s Boss in My Downstream World? Week 4 

The Signs of Lordship 
 
Why Is Lordship Necessary? 

1. Lordship settles the position issue of my life.  
 Who is going to be # 1 in my life? (John 21:1-17) 
2. Lordship settles the permission issue of my life. 
 Who has the right to my life? (Luke 9:57-62) 
3. Lordship settles the profession issue of my life. 
 Who will enter God’s kingdom? (Matthew 7:21-23) 
4. Lordship settles the possession issue of my life. 
 Who owns the “things” in my life? (Luke 12:13-48) 
 

Four Signs of Lordship 
 

1. When Jesus is Lord I am Responsible.  (vs. 13-21) 
 “And He told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop.  

17He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 18“Then he 
said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will 
store all my grain and my goods.  19And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of good things 
laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.” ’  20“But God said to him, 
‘You fool!  This very night your life will be demanded from you.  Then who will get what 
you have prepared for yourself?’ 21“This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things 
for himself but is not rich toward God.” - Luke 12:16-21 

 

He was irresponsible... 

A. To himself. “Eat, drink and be merry...” 
 He thought life consisted of only material things 

B. To others. “You have plenty of good things stored up for many years.” 
 He didn’t realize that God’s blessings meant he should help others.  
C. To God. “This very night your life will be demanded of you.” 
 He didn’t realize the uncertainty of life and the certainty of judgment. 

 
2. When Jesus is Lord I am Relaxed.  (vs. 22-34) 

 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, 
what you will wear.  23Life is more than food, and the body more than clothes.  24Consider 
the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them.  
And how much more valuable you are than birds!  25Who of you by worrying can add a 
single hour to his life?  26Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about 
the rest?” - Luke 12:22-26 

 

We worry, not because of our possessions or lack of them... 
we worry because we fail to focus on God. 

A. Worry is destructive. (vs. 22, 29) 
 

B. Worry is deceptive. (v. 23) 
 • It gives us a false view of life. (v. 23) 

 • It gives us a false view of God. (v. 24,27,28) 

 • It gives us a false view of itself. (v. 25-26) 
 

C. Worry is distracting. (vs. 30-34) 
God’s pleasures and our treasures must go together! 

 
3. When Jesus is Lord I am Ready.   

 “Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36like men waiting for their 
master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can 
immediately open the door for him.  37It will be good for those servants whose master 
finds them watching when he comes.  I tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, 
will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them. 38It will be good for 
those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the second or third 
watch of the night.  39But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what 
hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into.  40You also 
must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect 
Him.” - Luke 12:35-40 

 

4. When Jesus is Lord I am Rewarded.   
 “Peter asked, “Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?”  42The Lord 

answered, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in charge 
of his servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time?  43It will be good 
for that servant whom the master finds doing so when he returns. 44I tell you the truth, 
he will put him in charge of all his possessions.” - Luke 12:41-48 

 

CHALLENGE:  Let God’s Lordship Show in Your Life! 

Weigh your responsibilities in light of your blessings. (vs. 13-21) 
 

Wait on God to meet your needs because you have put Him first. (v. 22-34) 
 

Watch for the Lord’s return because your values are based on eternity.    
(vs. 35-40) 

 

Work until the Lord returns because you are faithful to His commission. 
(vs. 41-48) 

 
Only one life, it’ll soon be past; 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 



My Response: 

A Lordship Report Card 
   
1. Grade yourself in how well you implement the following 

characteristics in your life: 
  
 O - Outstanding (Victory!) 
 S - Satisfactory (Work of grace in progress) 
 U - Unsatisfactory (Under construction) 
 
 Responsible to self, others, and God Grade:             . 

 Relaxed - not worrisome Grade:             . 

 Ready - prepared, living for the future Grade:             . 

 Rewarded - Sensing God’s peace & blessing Grade:             . 
 
 
 
2. Point # 2 highlights the importance of not worrying.  How does worry 

impact you?   
 
 

 
 Of the three “Words” About Worry (Point 2, A,B,C), how are you 

most affected?  What is the best plan you have to deal with worry? 
 
 

 
 
3. One of the first things an accountant does is determine a person’s 

assets.  As a Christian, you have assets given by God to benefit 
eternity.  Below, list all the assets you can think of and put a check 
mark next to the ones that you are currently using well.  How can you 
put the other assets to work to gain greater yields for eternity? 

 
 

For Next Week: 

Simeon – A Focus on Hope 
   

We begin our Advent series next Sunday, entitled,  
“The Day I Meet Jesus” 

We will look at: 
• Simeon – A Focus on Hope 
• Anna – A Focus on Gratitude 
• Mary & Joseph – A Focus on Obedience 
 
 
Read Luke 2:21-35 

 
1. What things do you notice about Simeon? 

 
 
 
 

2. What had Simeon been promised, and what was he waiting for? 
 
 
 
 

3. Being filled with the Holy Spirit, for whom did Simeon understand 
that the redemption of the Messiah was coming? 

 
 
 
 

4. What do you think Simeon’s prophecy meant when he said, “This 
child is destined to cause many in Israel to fall, and many others to 
rise. He has been sent as a sign from God, but many will oppose 
him. 35 As a result, the deepest thoughts of many hearts will be 
revealed. And a sword will pierce your very soul.” 
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