
Gospel of John Light and Life Introduction 

John, the Disciple & His Gospel 
 

John, the Beloved  — 
1. He was the youngest of the disciples, outlived all of the others, and 

was said to be the only disciple to die a natural death. 
2. Although he doesn't speak of himself in his Gospel, we still know a 

lot about him and about his family. 
• He was a fisherman and a disciple of John the Baptist before he 

became a disciple of Jesus.  He was at the crucifixion and was 
one of the first to witness the empty tomb.  He helped launch the 
church in Jerusalem along with Simon Peter. 

• He had a brother named James with whom he fought. 
“James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them He gave the name Boanerges, 

which means Sons of Thunder)…” - Mark 3:17 

• His father was a fisherman and owned a fishing business. 
“When he had gone a little farther, He saw James son of Zebedee and his brother 

John in a boat, preparing their nets.  20 Without delay He called them, and they 
left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed Him.”  

  - Mark 1:19,20 
• His mother was a follower of Jesus, even to the tomb. 

“Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the 
mother of Zebedee’s sons.” - Matthew 27:56 

3. He was a loving, humble man who asked for the best seat in heaven! 
“Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Him.  “Teacher,” they said, 

“we want you to do for us whatever we ask.”   36“What do you want me to do for 
you?”  He asked.   37They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at 
your left in your glory.” - Mark 10:35-37 

4. Although he was a “hillbilly” from Galilee, he lived out his life in 
the great city of Ephesus. 

5. Although (according to some) he was “unschooled”, he wrote five 
books of the New Testament. 
“When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were un-

schooled, ordinary men, they were astonished, and they took note that these men 
had been with Jesus.” -  Acts 4:13 
 

John's Gospel 
• The Date of the Gospel — 85 to 90 AD 
• The Key Verse: John 3:16 
• The Key Words:  Jesus – 276 times;  Father – 121 times;               

Believe – 88 times;  world – 72 times;  and life – 50 times. 

The Outline of the Gospel of John 
1. Jesus' public Ministry — John 1-12 
2. Jesus' private Ministry — John 13-17 
3. Jesus' death and resurrection — John 18-21 

 

Some Keys in the Gospel of John  
 

Seven Miracles Seven Statements: “I Am” 

1.  Turning water to wine  (2:1-11) 1.  Bread of Life  (6:35) 

2.  Nobleman’s son healed  (4:46-51) 2.  Light of the World  (8:12) 

3.  Lame man healed  (5:1-9) 3.  Door  (10:9) 

4.  Feeding of the 5,000  (6:1-14) 4.  Good Shepherd  (10:11) 

5.  Walking on water  (6:16-21) 5.  Resurrection and Life  (11:25) 

6.  Healing a blind man  (9:1-7) 6.  Way, truth, life  (14:6) 

7.  Raising of Lazarus  (11:1-46) 7.  Vine  (15:1) 
 
The Gospel's Place in the Scriptures 
• Matthew was written to the Jews about a King.  

• Mark was written to the Romans about a servant.  

• Luke was written to the Greeks about a perfect man.  

• John was written to the world about a Saviour.  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Our Goals for this Study 
1. To follow Jesus and to see His ability to “Live Upstream in a 

Downstream World” and model His lifestyle for us.  
2. To be reminded that Jesus is God, and to worship Him anew! 
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