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The Messiah

John 5:31-47 Week 2 of 5

In This Series...

1. We are learning that Jesus makes some amazing claims about Himself.
(Son of God, Messiah, Prophet, Son of Man, Bread of Life)

2. We know that MANY people say, “Jesus never claimed to be...”
and yet, these claims were the reason that He was killed!

“We are not stoning you for any of these, ” replied the Jews, “but for blasphemy,
because you, a mere man, claim to be God.” - John 10:33

The Scriptures

“If I testify about myself, my testimony is not valid. ** There is another who testifies in
my favour, and I know that His testimony about me is valid. **“You have sent to John,
and he has testified to the truth. **Not that I accept human testimony; but | mention it
that you may be saved. **John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for
a time to enjoy his light. **“I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very
work that the Father has given me to finish, and which [ am doing, testifies that the
Father has sent me. *’And the Father who sent me has Himself testified concerning me.
You have never heard His voice nor seen His form, *nor does His word dwell in you,
for you do not believe the one He sent. **You diligently study the Scriptures because you
think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about
me, “Uyet you refuse to come to me to have life. *'“I do not accept praise from men,
2put I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God in your hearts. *I have
come in my Father's name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his
own name, you will accept him. **How can you believe if you accept praise from one
another, yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God? * *“But
do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your
hopes are set. “*If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me.
*"But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what | say?”

- John 5:31-47

These are NOT Witnesses
1. Jesus will not testify for Himself. (v.31)

2. Jesus does not call on those who have been changed. (v.34)
“Not that I accept human testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved.” — John 5:34
* Note that our experience can be a testimony to others, but
humans cannot testify to God.

3. Unbelievers cannot testify to God, or even praise Him. (v.41)

“I do not accept praise from men, but | know you. I know that you do not have the love of
God in your hearts.” - John 5:41,42

* You cannot praise God while seeking mankind’s praise! (v.44)

“How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to
obtain the praise that comes from the only God?” - John 5:44

Five Witnesses are Called to the Stand
Witness # 1 — John the Baptist

* John was a lamp. Jesus is the light.
35 John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light.”

Witness # 2 — The Works of Jesus (His miracles)

“I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very work that the Father has given
me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent me.” - John 5:36
“He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come
from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not
with Him.” - John 3:2
“Believe me when [ say that [ am in the Father and the Father is in me, or at least believe on
the evidence of the miracles themselves.” - John 14:11

FINISHED!

“I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.” - John 17:4
“Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled,
Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” - John 19:28
“When He had received the drink, Jesus said, “it is finished.” With that, He bowed His head
and gave up His spirit.” - John 19:30
“He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To
him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life.”

- Revelation 21:6

Witness # 3 — The Heavenly Father

“And the Father who sent me has Himself testified concerning me. You have never heard His
voice nor seen His form, **nor does His word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one He
sent. You haven't heard or seen Him.” - John 5:37-38

e Jesus is saying that you have notseen Him or heard His voice,
but that He has seen and heard the Father!

Witness #4 — The Scriptures

“You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life.
These are the Scriptures that testify about me, **yet you refuse to come to me to have life.”
- John 5:39-40

* The Bible doesn't give life. It proclaims the One who does.
Witness #5 — Moses (the words of Moses).  (Prophesies click here)

“But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your
hopes are set. *°If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. *” But
since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what | say?”

- John 5:45-47
“He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”

- Luke 24:44

“He answered, ‘Thenl beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father’s house, 3for I have
five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’
2 Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’”

- Luke 16:27-29
The Verdict?
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