Luke 8 June 22, 2025

Open Hearts!

“This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 The
seed along the path are those who have heard and then the devil comes
and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe
and be saved. 1® And the seed on the rock are those who, when they
hear, receive the word with joy. Having no root, these believe for a
while and fall away in a time of testing. '# As for the seed that fell
among thorns, these are the ones who, when they have heard, go on
their way and are choked with worries, riches, and pleasures of life, and
produce no mature fruit. ' But the seed in the good ground—these are
the ones who, having heard the word with an honest and good heart,
hold on to it and by enduring, produce fruit.
Luke 8:11-15

Living with an open heart to the purpose of God by holding
on to the Word of God, enduring by the power of God,
and trusting in the work of God.

1. Hold on to the Word of God.

But the seed in the good ground—these are the ones who, having
heard the word with an honest and good heart, hold on to it and by
enduring, produce fruit. V.15

a. God’s promises never fail.
Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us
purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and
spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.
2 Corinthians 7:1

b. God’s purpose will prevail.
You can make many plans, but the LORD’s purpose will prevail.
Proverbs 19:21

2. Endure by the power of God.

But the seed in the good ground—these are the ones who, having
heard the word with an honest and good heart, hold on to it and by
enduring, produce fruit. V.15

a. Follow the example of Jesus.
Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.
For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Hebrews 12:2

b. Endurance grows best in community.
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may
have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp

how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ...
Ephesians 3:17-18

3. Trust in the work of God.

But the seed in the good ground—these are the ones who, having
heard the word with an honest and good heart, hold on to it and by
enduring, produce fruit.

a. God’s timing is perfect.
The Lord does not delay his promise, as some understand delay,
but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come
to repentance. 2 Peter 3:9

b. Take it one step at a time.
And I am certain that God, who began the good work within
you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day
when Christ Jesus returns. Philippians 1:6
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