
Philippians 3:12-14 Christian Success Week 3 

Growing to My Maximum Potential 
 

Three Reasons Why You Are Important to God 
 

A.  Who you are — God the Father created you in His own 
image. 

 
B.  What you cost — Jesus Christ gave His life for your 

salvation. 
 
C.  What you can become — The Holy Spirit can give you 

power to reach your potential. 
 

“Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, 
but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 
13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. 
But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 
ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” - Philippians 3:12-14 

 
Principles to Help You Reach Your Potential 

 
1.  Concentrate on one main goal. (Philippians 3:12,13) 

He who seeks one thing, and but one, 
May hope to achieve it before life is done. 
But he who seeks all things wherever he goes 
Must reap around him in whatever he sows 
A harvest of barren regret. 

We can do anything, but we can’t do everything. 
 

Goal-Setting Advice 
A. Decide what you want. 
 

 

Success is ... 
Knowing God and His desires for me. 
Growing to my maximum potential. 
Sowing seeds that benefit others. 

 
 

B. Decide What You’re Willing to Pay For It. 
The person who would accomplish little 

will sacrifice little. 
The person who would accomplish much 

will sacrifice much. 
 

C. Go For It! 
 
 

2.  Concentrate on continual improvement.  (vs. 12-14) 
Observations: 
a)  I am not what I want to be. 
 
b)  I am not quitting. 
 
c)  I am working on myself, not others. 
 
 

3.  Forget the Past. (Philippians 3:13) 
Things we should let go from yesterday: 
a)  Past success.  
b)  Past failures.  
 
• When I live off of yesterday’s success, I become satisfied.  
• When I live off of yesterday’s failure, I become petrified.  
• When I live off of yesterday’s success, I become arrogant.  
• When I live off of yesterday’s failure, I become intimidated.  
 
 

4.  Focus on the Future. (Philippians 3:14) 
Facts about the future: 
a)  I cannot control or predict my future. 
 
b)  I can control my response to the future. 
 
“The future is that time when you’ll wish you had done what you 

aren’t doing now.” 
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