Joshua Week 1

Acknowledge God's Purpose for Your Life

Joshua was hand-picked by God to take over for Moses in leading God’s
people. Let’s examine God’s purposes as we see His hand in Joshua’s
preparation.

Joshua - God Prepared Him to Serve!
1. Joshua was destined to be a slave in Egypt.

“Then a new king, to whom Joseph meant nothing, came to power in Egypt.” - Exo. 1:8

Joshua Overview 5. Joshua was discipled by Moses in the wilderness.

“Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses’ aide since youth, spoke up and said, “Moses,
my lord, stop them!” - Numbers 11:28

“The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give
you the tablets of stone with the law and commandments I have written for their
instruction.” '3 Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went up on the
mountain of God. '* He said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to you.
Aaron and Hur are with you, and anyone involved in a dispute can go to them.” > When
Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 1% and the glory of the LORD settled
on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the
LORD called to Moses from within the cloud. ' To the Israelites the glory of the LORD
looked like a consuming fire on top of the mountain. ' Then Moses entered the cloud as
he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights.”

- Exodus 24:12-18

“Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the covenant law in his

2. Joshua was delivered from death at Passover.
“On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of both

people and animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD.
I3 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are, and when I see the blood,
I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. '* “This
is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as
a festival to the LORD—a lasting ordinance.” - Exodus 12:12-14

“At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of
Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon,
and the firstborn of all the livestock as well. 3° Pharaoh and all his officials and all the
Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was
not a house without someone dead. 3! During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and
Aaron and said, “Up! Leave my people, you and the Israelites! Go, worship the LORD
as you have requested. 3° Take your flocks and herds, as you have said, and go. And also
bless me.” 33 The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and leave the country. “For
otherwise,” they said, “we will all die!” - Exodus 12:29-33

“The LORD said to Moses, > “Consecrate to me every firstborn male. The first offspring
of every womb among the Israelites belongs to me, whether human or animal.”
- Exodus 13:1

3. Joshua saw God defeat the enemy at the Red Sea.

“Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the
Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground.” * “The water flowed back and covered
the chariots and horsemen—the entirve army of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites
into the sea. Not one of them survived.” - Exodus 14:16,28

4. Joshua learned dependence on the Lord at Rephidim.

“The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim. ° Moses said to Joshua,
“Choose some of our men and go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will stand on
top of the hill with the staff of God in my hands.” ° So Joshua fought the Amalekites as
Moses had ordered, and Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the top of the hill. ' As long as

hands. They were inscribed on both sides, front and back."® The tablets were the work of
God; the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. 7 When Joshua heard
the noise of the people shouting, he said to Moses, “There is the sound of war in the camp.
18 Moses replied: “It is not the sound of victory, it is not the sound of defeat, it is the sound
of singing that I hear.” '* When Moses approached the camp and saw the calf and the
dancing, his anger burned and he threw the tablets out of his hands, breaking them to
pieces at the foot of the mountain.” - Exodus 32:15-19

“The LORD would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. Then Moses would
return to the camp, but his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent.”
- Exodus 33:11

6. Joshua discovered his purpose in God.

“The LORD said to Moses, * “Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, which I am
giving to the Israelites. From each ancestral tribe send one of its leaders.” & from the
tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea son of Nun. 6 These are the names of the men Moses sent to
explore the land. (Moses gave Hoshea son of Nun the name Joshua.) - Numb. 13:1,8,16

“The LORD your God Himself will cross over ahead of you... Joshua also will cross over
ahead of you, as the LORD said. % Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or
terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes with you, He will never leave you
nor forsake you.” - Deuteronomy 31:3-6

“Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died... ° Now Joshua son of Nun was
filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands on him. So the Israelites
listened to him and did what the LORD had commanded Moses.” - Deuteronomy 34:7-9

Application Project:
Identify with Joshua and let God prepare you to serve Him.

f?
Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, 1. To what am [ a slave?
the Amalekites were winning. '> When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and 2. When have I seen God “defeat the enemy” in my life?
put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on one side, )
one on the other—so that his hands remained steady till sunset. ' So Joshua overcame 3. Where am I 1earn1ng to “depend on the Lord”?
the Amalekite army with the sword. '* Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write this on a . . ceqe v N
scroll as something to be remembered and make sure that Joshua hears it, because I will 4. Who is God using to d1s<:1ple me!
completely blot out the name of Amalek from under heaven.” '°> Moses built an altar and . 5 )
called it ‘The LoRD is my Banner”.” ~Exodus 17-8-15 5. What have I discovered as God’s purpose for my life?
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