Joshua 5:13-6:27 Joshua Week 6

The Victory is the Lord's

The commander of God’s armies met Joshua while Joshua was out
planning for the battle against Jericho. He reminded Joshua that “the
victory is the Lord’s!” Let’s look at four things that will teach us to
know that “The Victory is the Lord’s!”

Be Aware of God's Presence — (Joshua 5:13-15)

“Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front

of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you
for us or for our enemies?”

!4 “Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the LORD I have now
come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him,
“What message does my Lord have for his servant?”’

IS The commander of the LORD’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place
where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.” - Joshua 5:13-15

e God is not against people. He's for people. He's for His purpose hap-
pening in their lives.

o We need to recognize that God is in command, not us.

Ask for the Commander’s Instructions — (Joshua 5:14-6:6)

“Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Israelites. No one
went out and no one came in.

2 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along
with its king and its fighting men. * March around the city once with all the armed
men. Do this for six days. ? Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in
front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the
priests blowing the trumpets. ° When you hear them sound a long blast on the trum-
pets, have the whole army give a loud shout, then the wall of the city will collapse
and the army will go up, everyone straight in.”

% So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the
covenant of the LORD and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of it.”

- Joshua 6:1-6

God’s instructions don’t always make sense to us.
“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you.” - Luke 6:27

“Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”
- 1 Corinthians 13:7

“The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” - 1 Samuel 16:7

1. God is more concerned about your heart than He is about your
physical circumstances.

2. God is more concerned about your eternity than He is about your
now.

Act Based on His Strategy — (Joshua 6:7)

“And he ordered the army, “Advance! March around the city, with an armed
guard going ahead of the ark of the LORD.” - Joshua 6:7

1. Trust — My faith and trust are in His way rather than my way.

2. Obey — I’'m committed, in advance, to doing things His way.

Accept God’s Victory — (Joshua 6:7-25)

“When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the
trumpet, when the men gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so everyone
charged straight in, and they took the city.” - Joshua 6:20

Application Project:

1. Take a walk around your neighbourhood this week, and pray for the
people living in each home. Believe God that at least one of every
ten unchurched neighbours will be significantly touched by the
ministry of our church.

2. Take a walk around your workplace, praying for the people in each
office, believing that God will draw the unchurched unto Himself,
as you let your light shine at work!

3. Read Joshua chapter 9 for next week. It is a very unusual and
interesting story, with some real lessons for us.
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