Joshua 10:5-15 Joshua Week 8

Be Alert to God's Timing

(The Day God Stops Your Clock!)

The Devil's Intimidation — (Joshua 10:5,6)

“Then the five kings of the Amorites—the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth,
Lachish and Eglon—joined forces. They moved up with all their troops and took
up positions against Gibeon and attacked it.

% The Gibeonites then sent word to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal: “Do not abandon
your servants. Come up to us quickly and save us! Help us, because all the Amo-
rite kings from the hill country have joined forces against us.” - Joshua 10:5,6

1. Faith in a past covenant means all will be “fine”.

“Then Joshua made a treaty of peace with them to let them live, and the leaders of
the assembly ratified it by oath.” - Joshua 9:15

“You will never be released from service as woodcutters and water carriers for the
house of my God.” - Joshua 9:23

2. Forces are joined against you.

“Then the five kings of the Amorites—the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth,
Lachish and Eglon—joined forces. They moved up with all their troops and took
up positions against Gibeon and attacked it.” - Joshua 10:5,6

3. Feeling abandoned.

“The Gibeonites then sent word to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal: “Do not abandon

your servants.” - Joshua 10:6
4. Fight it alone.
“Come up to us quickly and save us! Help us...” - Joshua 10:6

5. Fear of failure.

“... all the Amorite kings from the hill country have joined forces against us.”
- Joshua 10:6

The Lord’s Direction — (Joshua 10:7-14)

“So Joshua marched up from Gilgal with his entire army, including all the best
fighting men. 8 The LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them, I have given
them into your hand. Not one of them will be able to withstand you.”

9 After an all-night march from Gilgal, Joshua took them by surprise. ' The LORD
threw them into confusion before Israel, so Joshua and the Israelites defeated
them completely at Gibeon. Israel pursued them along the road going up to Beth
Horon and cut them down all the way to Azekah and Makkedah. ' As they fled be-
fore Israel on the road down from Beth Horon to Azekah, the LORD hurled large

hailstones down on them, and more of them died from the hail than were killed by
the swords of the Israelites.

2. 0n the day the LORD gave the Amorites over to Israel, Joshua said to the LORD
in the presence of Israel: “Sun, stand still over Gibeon, and you, moon, over the
Valley of Aijalon.” '3 So the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, till the nation
avenged itself on its enemies, as it is written in the Book of Jashar.

The sun stopped in the middle of the sky and delayed going down about a full day.
4 There has never been a day like it before or since, a day when the LORD listened

to a human being. Surely the LORD was fighting for Israel!” - Joshua 10:7-14
1. Please — Don’t be afraid.
“The LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them...” - Joshua 10:8
e Fear is a matter of focus.
“I'will fear no evil, for you are with me.” - Psalm 23:4

e Fear is a matter of faith.

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the
kingdom.” - Luke 12:32

e Fear is a matter of love.
“There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to

do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.”
- 1 John 4:18

2. Promises — Deliverance is yours.

“I have given them into your hand. Not one of them will be able to withstand you.’
- Joshua 10:8
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3. Put all your energy into the battle.

“After an all-night march from Gilgal, Joshua took them by surprise. '° The LORD
threw them into confusion before Israel, so Joshua and the Israelites defeated
them completely at Gibeon.” - Joshua 10:9,10

4. Pursue the enemy to the end.

“Israel pursued them along the road going up to Beth Horon and cut them down all
the way to Azekah and Makkedah.” - Joshua 10:10

5. Power of God displayed.

“As they fled before Israel on the road down from Beth Horon to Azekah, the LORD
hurled large hailstones down on them, and more of them died from the hail than
were killed by the swords of the Israelites.” - Joshua 10:11

Application Project:
1. The devil’s intimidation I have experienced...

2. The directions from the Lord I need to act on...
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